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Conductors 
 
Mrs. Connie A. Grantham retired in June 2021 after 34 years of teaching middle and high 
school band in South Carolina. Her teaching career includes York School District, 
Spartanburg District 7, and Fort Mill Schools. While in Fort Mill, Mrs. Grantham was the band 
director at Fort Mill Middle School and worked with the band staff of Fort Mill/Nation Ford 
High School for over 20 years.  
 
Bands under Mrs. Grantham’s direction have performed twice at the South Carolina Music 
Educators Association conference, was a featured performing group at the Coastal Carolina 
University Band Clinic, and the SC Middle School Conference. Mrs. Grantham’s bands earned 
consistently superior ratings at state and regional concert festivals and the SC Outstanding 
Performance Award over 30 times. She is the recipient of the National Band Association 
Citation of Excellence, the Women’s Band Director `̀Scroll Of Excellence, and has served as SC 
state chair to the National Band Association.  Mrs. Grantham is a Past President of the South 
Carolina Band Directors Association and was inducted into the SC Band Directors Association 
Hall of Fame in 2016 and the Theta Chapter of Phi Beta Mu Hall of Fame in 2023.  Her 
professional affiliations include NAFME, SCMEA, SCBDA, Phi Beta Mu, National Band 
Association, Tau Beta Sigma, Delta Omicron, and American School Band Directors Association 
(ASBDA). 
 
Mrs. Grantham currently serves as the Executive Secretary/Treasurer of the South Carolina 

Band Directors Association. She graduated from the University of South Carolina with a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education with 
a minor in Accounting and is a National Board Certified Teacher.  She resides in Rock Hill, SC, with her husband, Randy.  Connie and 
Randy, both, are  retired band directors and remain active with bands as adjudicators, clinicians, consultants, and mentors.  
 
The Granthams have two adult children, Dottie (Andrew) Davis and Will Grantham; and last summer welcomed their first 
grandchild, Lance. 
 
 

 
Before entering the private sector to pursue a career in information technology, Ryan W. 
Tinker served as the Associate Director of Bands at Northwestern High School in Rock Hill, 
SC, from 2014 to 2020. During his tenure at Northwestern, the bands under his direction 
received consistently superior ratings and culminated in two appearances at the SCBDA State 
Concert Festival in 2016 and 2018. Mr. Tinker continues to serve as a part-time consultant and 
staff member for the program. 
 
Before his appointment at Northwestern, Mr. Tinker served as the Director of Bands at 
Charlotte Catholic High School from 2012-2014 and Assistant Director of Bands at York 
Comprehensive High School from 2010-2012. He received a Master of Music in Instrumental 
Conducting from the University of South Florida, where he served as a graduate assistant for 
the USF Bands. At USF, Mr. Tinker studied conducting with Dr. John C. Carmichael and Dr. 
William Wiedrich and trombone performance with Mr. Tom Brantley. 
 
Mr. Tinker received his Bachelor of Music with Emphasis in Music Education and Trombone 
Performance from the University of South Carolina. While at USC, he studied trombone with 
Dr. Brad Edwards and conducting with Dr. Rebecca Phillips, Dr. Andrew Gowan, Dr. David 
O’Shields, and Mr. James Copenhaver.  Mr. Tinker received the Robert Van Doren Award 
(2008) and the Cantey Award of Excellence (2007), the two highest and most prestigious 
awards from the USC School of Music to an undergraduate with outstanding musical, 
academic, and leadership skills. 
 

Mt. Tinker was a Cadets Drum and Bugle Corps member from 2005-2008, playing euphonium and serving as horn sergeant and 
section leader. His professional memberships include NAFME, Pi Kappa Lambda, Kappa Kappa Psi, the National Band Association, 
and Phi Beta Mu. Mr. Tinker serves as information technology chair for the South Carolina Band Directors Association and the South 
Carolina Music Educators Association. Mr. Tinker lives in Rock Hill, SC, with his wife, Katie, a math teacher at Northwestern High 
School, and their son, Callan.  

 
 



Program 
 
the National Anthem 
 
Kirkpatrick Fanfare​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             Andrew Boysen, Jr. 
 
Blessed Are They from Ein Deutsches Requiem, Op. 45                  ​                             Johannes Brahms 

    Transcribed by Barbara Buehlman 
In Memory of Stanley F. Michalski, Jr. 

 
Songs of Old Kentucky​​ ​ ​ ​                    ​ ​ ​         Brant Karrick 
​ Mvt 1 - John Riley (with Wayfaring Stranger) 
​ Mvt. 2 - Bran Dance (Sourwood Mountain, Frog Went-A-Courtin’, Loving Hannah) 
 
Bugler’s Holiday​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     Leroy Anderson 

Featured Performers: Mike Packard, David Hodges, & Ken Nodes 
 
Prelude on An American Spiritual (My Lord What A Mornin’)                               Carl Strommen 
 
Fanfare for the Common Man​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     Aaron Copland 

            Arranged by Robert Longfield 
 
Variations on A Korean Folk Song​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         John Barnes Chance 
 
America, The Beautiful​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​        arr. Carmen Dragon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PROGRAM WILL PROCEED WITHOUT INTERMISSION. 



PERSONNEL 
 
PICCOLO 
Amanda Meranto, Teacher 
 
FLUTE 
Hannah Barnes, Teacher 
Alicia Cook, Music Therapist 
Sara Denlinger 
Hope Dover, Author/Speaker 
Sara Lee, Mom 
Winnie Moore, Student 
Kristen Packard, Pharmacist 
Kate Saulter, Commission Analyst 
Donna Stevenson, Pharm. Research 
Brittany Terlinde, Pre-school Teacher 
 
OBOE 
Julie Bouldin, Chorus Teacher 
Donna Swahlan, Occupational Therapist 

 
BASSOON 
Kristen Wright, Educational Data Analyst 
Hilary Yost, Band Director (ret.) 
 
CLARINET 
Tish Bradshaw, Paralegal (ret.) 
John Clawson, Business Analyst 
Sue Gulledge, School Counselor (ret.) 
Ben Hipp, Business Owner 
Sophia Kieffer, Psychotherapist 
Jan LaValley, Music Educator (ret.) 
Ann Miller, Buyer 
Victor Pohl, Student 
Emily Prado, Arts Administrator 
Guillermo Prado, Accountant​
Hannah Ross, Physician Assistant 
Emily Simmers, Student 
Katie Beth Tinker, Educator 
 
BASS CLARINET 
Ken Herring, Educator 
Luciana Preswood, Student 
Jennie Rothman, Student 
Mak Smith, Student 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ALTO SAXOPHONE 
Josh Bouldin, Development Officer 
Ryan Foltz, Radio Operator 
Paddy Flynn, Dept. of Labor (ret.) 
Dustin Hoke, Band Director 
 
TENOR SAXOPHONE 
Colin McBride, Outdoor Rec. Specialist 
Gabe Pullen, Student 
 
Baritone Sax 
Simon Franke, Student 
 
TRUMPET 
Christian Casey, Student 
Alexa Cibbarelli, Firefighter 
Carrie Gordon, Accreditation Mgr. 
Randy Grantham, Band Director (ret.) 
Joe Gulledge III, Band Director (ret.) 
David Hodges, Church Music Director 
Alyssa Kennedy, Band Director 
Nathan Martinez, Student 
Alex Munro, Student 
Ken Nodes, Band Director 
Mike Packard, Band Director (ret.) 
Andrew Sokolowski, Band Director 
Heather Turner, Band Director 
Benjamin Woody, Analyst 
Mark Yost, Band Director 
 
FRENCH HORN 
Kerrie Efird, Dental Hygienist 
Laura Jones, Travel Concierge 
Chloe McGuire, Student 
Amaya Pena, Student 
Michael Sanders, Band Director 
Michael Thomas, Duke Energy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TROMBONE 
Jason Holden, Insurance Professional 
Scot McGuire, Band Director 
Erick Fischer, National Guard 
Ethan Simmons, Appt. Coordinator 
Matthew Query, Residential Contractor 
Kevin Sweatt, Band Director 
 
EUPHONIUM 
Spencer Carter, Hydraulic Mechanic 
Philip Loftis, Teacher 
Darsh Yadav, Student 
Keith Paulus, Registered Nurse 
 
TUBA 
Nicholas Berns, Student 
Brad Berry, Occupational Therapist 
Jacob Daniel, Low Brass Specialist 
Ray Linkous, Band Director 
 
PERCUSSION 
Tim Brochin, York County Detective 
Danielle Frain Benham, Med Thermography 
JC Calhoun, Teacher 
Jennifer Hughes, Teacher 
Connie Kiser, Christian Ed. Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



THANK YOU 
The Catawba River Winds is proud to recognize the following individuals and 
organizations that play a role in our vision through their sponsorship of this season’s 
programming. To learn more about becoming a sponsor, click here. 
 
Concert Sponsors ($2000+) 
​ James C. Leathers 
 
Conductor’s Circle ($500+) 
​ Hipp Visual Solutions (Ben Hipp) 
​ Randy & Connie Grantham 
​ Ryan & Katie Beth Tinker 
​ Thomas & Shirley Tinker 
​  
Benefactors 

Rick & Donna Richter 
​ Les & Susan Spancer 
 
Patron ($100+) 
​ Tom & Tish Bradshaw 

Joshua Bouldin 
Bob Edwards 
Nate & Kerrie Efird 
Anton Quilala 
Dennis Howren 
Linda Ingram 
Laurie Lichtenberger 
Ashley Sullins 

​  
Special thanks are due to the following for their invaluable contributions and support of the 
Catawba River Winds: 
 
Fort Mill Schools​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Grey Young, Superintendent 
 
Nation Ford High School​​ ​ ​ ​ Fort Mill High School​ ​  
Ray Linkous, Director of Bands​ ​ ​ ​ Ren Patel, Director of Bands​
James Roddy, Associate Director of Bands​ ​ Sean Carney, Associate Director of Bands​
JC Calhoun, Director of Percussion​ ​ ​ Brian Turner, Director of Percussion 
 
​ ​ ​ ​  
Minuteman Press of Rock Hill 
Printing Services 
 

https://www.catawbariverwinds.org/sponsorship/

